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Apr. 28 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

Congratulations, and God bless you. NOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Message on Public Service Recognition Week, 1995
April 28, 1995

Greetings to everyone celebrating Public Serv-
ice Recognition Week, 1995.

Our nation’s government has tremendous po-
tential for good when it works in partnership
with citizens to expand opportunity. With the
assistance of dedicated public employees, our
government has helped to advance civil rights,
defend freedom, protect our environment, and
uplift the lives of countless Americans. All those
who serve the people of the United States can
be proud of their contributions to this important
legacy.

As our Administration continues its efforts to
make government work better and cost less, this
week offers Americans a special opportunity to

learn more about the importance of public serv-
ice. Every citizen has a solemn responsibility
to understand and become involved in ensuring
our country’s success. I encourage all of you
to discover the many ways in which our govern-
ment is changing to keep pace with the times.
Your participation can help to ensure a brighter
future for you and your family and for commu-
nities throughout the land.

Best wishes for a most successful week.

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: Public Service Recognition Week was ob-
served May 1–7.

The President’s Radio Address
April 29, 1995

Good morning. America has been through a
lot in the last week. But if anything good can
come out of something as horrible as the Okla-
homa City tragedy, it is that the American peo-
ple have reaffirmed our commitment to putting
our children, their well-being and their future,
first in our lives.

In that light, I was terribly disappointed that
this week the Supreme Court struck down a
law passed by Congress under President Bush
and sponsored by Senator Herb Kohl of Wis-
consin to keep guns away from schools. The
law was a bipartisan approach to school safety
based on common sense. Simply said, it was
illegal to have a gun within 1,000 feet of a
school.

We all know that guns simply don’t belong
in school. So Members of Congress of both par-
ties passed the law. Unfortunately, the Supreme
Court struck down the specific law. They said
the Federal Government couldn’t regulate that
activity because it didn’t have enough to do with
interstate commerce.

Well, this Supreme Court decision could con-
demn more of our children to going to schools
where there are guns. And our job is to help
our children learn everything they need to get
ahead, in safety, not to send them to school
and put them in harm’s way. I am determined
to keep guns out of our schools. That’s what
the American people want, and it’s the right
thing to do.

Last year, I persuaded Congress to require
States to pass a law that any student who
brought a gun to school would be expelled for
a year—no excuses, zero tolerance for guns in
schools. But after Congress passed the law, I
was worried that it would be hard to enforce.
So I directed the Secretary of Education, Dick
Riley, to withhold Federal aid from any State
that did not comply with the law.

The Supreme Court has now ruled we can’t
directly ban guns around the school. Therefore,
today I am directing the Attorney General to
come back to me within a week with what action
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